Corporate Sponsorship Proposal

www.tomtodideas.org

TomTod Ideas is a nonprofit that’s changing the conversation about middle school.
How? We connect the creative ambition of middle schoolers with the needs of their
communities and the world.
Standing for tomorrow’s ideas today, TomTod Ideas empowers middle school students to
launch imaginative ideas that spark positive change. Through our three core programs, we
empower middle schoolers with week-long summer camps, project-based mentoring, and
school-based curricula.

Why should you care?

Middle schoolers are at a pivotal time in their lives. While they sift through developing
personally and finding their place in the world, most people don’t want to listen to middle
schoolers.
But ignoring middle schoolers keeps them stuck in the middle. While programming
opportunities abound for elementary and high school students, middle schoolers often find
themselves tacked on as an afterthought, where most people don’t want to deal with their
energy or help them explore their high potential.
We do.
We equip middle schoolers with transferable skill sets, empowering students to enhance
the common good as engaged, caring citizens while preparing them to thrive in a swiftly
changing workforce.
Our programming stems from research in Positive Youth Development and 21st Century
Learning principles, and is founded on the wholehearted belief that young people don’t
have to wait to be an adult to change the world.

Learn More:
Contact Joel at jdh@tomtodideas.org
www.tomtodideas.org
@tomtodideas
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Proposal:

TomTod Ideas is raising $20,000 for Camp What If: Wilds and Camp What If: Masters,
core programs that immerse middle school students in real-world issues and challenge
them to create projects that maximize positive change.
Please consider sponsoring Camp What If: Wilds and Masters today with one of our
sponsorship packages on page 5.
At Camp What If: Wilds and Camp What If: Masters, students explore the outdoors and
university campuses while using design thinking to foster creativity and empathy for people.
With interactive design challenges and hands-on activities, campers learn about current
issues in the world and generate solutions to the challenges real people face today.

“[Camp What If] students begin to understand that
they are not just the leaders of tomorrow, but have
the ability to live out change today.”
— Teresa Purses

President, Stark Education Partnership

2017 explored the international refugee
crisis and how people become displaced.

2018 investigates how Lake Erie impacts the NE Ohio area
and how people interact with fresh water sources.

We believe middle school students can be a catalyst for change in their communities
and the world. Your sponsorship of Camp What If creates direct, engaging ways to
empower students to be that change.
Learn more about Camp What If at www.tomtodideas.org/camp

2

Meet Rowyn
When middle schooler Rowyn saw a 360º virtual reality
video at Camp What If, his heart broke. He saw kids his
own age without homes, with nowhere to go. “I was
surprised, and felt bad for these people,” he said.
Rowyn had just watched the true story of 11-year-old Oleg, a
refugee from Ukraine, who fled his home to avoid violence and
war. “Kids were standing in a school classroom full of bomb shells...
they’ve gone through a lot,” he said. At Camp What If, Rowyn discovered stories
of refugees now living in Akron, Ohio, too—just miles from his own home. “I want
to help make their lives easier.”
How’s Rowyn doing it? We connected him with adult mentors and helped him
form a team with friends, and together, they tackled the international refugee
crisis – one of the worst humanitarian crises of the century – with an app.
Rowyn named it Refugee Connect. Just like when we move to a new
neighborhood and acclimate to our new home, this app helps refugees make a
new home in an unfamiliar land. “We’re connecting refugees to resources,” he
said. “I want to help them adjust to the US.”
The app shows new refugees how to get settled in their new areas and where
to go if they need help. “If I can help them, then I’ll feel like I’ve accomplished
something,” Rowyn says with a smile.
TomTod Ideas has a heart for middle schoolers because of kids like Rowyn, who
see the needs of hurting people like Oleg and immediately want to help. At Camp
What If, we connect middle schoolers and their ideas with tools and resources to
create real change – but we can’t do it alone.

And that’s where you come in.
By sponsoring Camp What If today, you connect middle schoolers like Rowyn and
many others to programs that build their strengths, to mentorships where they
creatively solve problems, and to resources that build competent, caring lives.
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Your Benefits of Sponsorship
Brand Recognition
Your sponsorship of Camp What If won’t go unnoticed.
We share your logo, your website, and your organization
with our demographically diverse audiences. We thank
you publicly and show off your brand in print, online, on
social media, and at live events. We deeply appreciate your
sponsorship and will tell the world.

Guests of Honor
Top-tier sponsors receive exclusive invitations to our
annual fundraising gala, where they are recognized
for their contributions to our programming, rep
their organization, and mingle with other VIPs who
support our mission.

Empowering a Generation
Your sponsorship goes far beyond middle school. When you
sponsor Camp What If, you help TomTod Ideas empower a
generation of students with attributes they’ll carry for the rest of
their lives: transferable skills for vocational success, responsibility
to invest in their communities, and caring for the well-being
of others.

“Investing in initiatives like TomTod Ideas simultaneously develops
the future leaders of our community while connecting them into
ongoing conversations that are shaping our opportunities. Having young,
inspiring minds at the table helps us to develop a thriving city.”

—Thomas M. Bernabei
Mayor, Canton, Ohio

Charitable Contribution
Your organization receives the maximum tax benefit possible as a sponsor of
TomTod Ideas. We’re a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and will provide
you with the documentation necessary for a tax-deductible contribution.
EIN: 46-0732616.
See your additional benefits of sponsorship in our following packages...
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Sponsorship Packages
Inspire Level: $2500
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logo featured on programmatic banner at the Feast of Ideas annual fundraising gala
Thank you with logo and URL link on webpage promoting Camp What If
4 invitations to VIP pre-Feast of Ideas reception
Thank you included in camp e-blasts
Thank you included in TomTod Ideas email newsletter
Acknowledgement in our Annual Report
Individualized social media thank you
Unlimited invitations to Camp What If closing program
Special thank you from front during Camp What If closing program

Imagine Level: $1000
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logo featured on programmatic banner at the Feast of Ideas
Thank you with logo and URL link on webpage promoting Camp What If
2 invitations to VIP pre-Feast of Ideas reception
Thank you included in camp e-blasts
Thank you included in TomTod Ideas email newsletter
Acknowledgement in our Annual Report
Social media thank you (with other Imagine level donors)
Unlimited invitations to Camp What If closing program
Special thank you from front during Camp What If closing program

Ready to empower a generation?
Let’s get started.
Contact Joel Daniel Harris at jdh@tomtodideas.org
Or give online at www.tomtodideas.org/donate

Thank You!
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